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We didn’t think they would let us down

The new abattoir will employ about 400 people initially, ramping up to 2000 jobs at its peak.
Murray Bridge Mayor Brenton Lewis praised the investment, saying he knew the Thomas family
would not let the city down.
Mr Thomas did not detail the exact cost of the project, but said it was unprecedented for the SA
food industry. He has previously indicated a new facility would cost more than $300 million.
The company’s decision to hold true to its promise to “rebuild bigger and better” comes at a
time when the Australian agriculture sector is struggling with drought conditions and record
livestock prices.
Mr Thomas dismissed suggestions the timing of the rebuild was risky, saying the business took
pride in investing “in the hard times”.
“My father (company founder Chris) is known for going against the flock,” Mr Thomas said.
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“We are going through unprecedented times in the Australian agriculture sector … this is the
time when you need to invest.
“We look through the horizons and this is a 50-year investment, which I hope I am around to
see.”
The new abattoir will be 10km from the town centre and 8km from the company’s old facility,
which was partially destroyed by a week-long fire that started on January 3, 2018.
The fire was caused accidentally when sparks from a welder working on an offal bin ignited
material. All 900 staff were evacuated safely after an unidentified female worker raised the alarm.
Mr Thomas has described the woman as an “absolute hero”. The new abattoir is set to begin
production by November 2020.
It will be supported by $7 million from the Federal Government and $17 million from the State
Government. That money will go towards infrastructure, including roadworks.
Before the blaze, the old abattoir employed about 1600 people. The two abattoirs will both
operate in the short to medium term.
Mr Thomas said the announcement reaffirmed the company’s commitment to rebuild following
the fire.
“This is the single-biggest investment by our company in its 30-year history and on a scale not
seen in our industry for many years,” he said.
“It’s also our long-term commitment to our community, staff, customers and livestock suppliers
throughout South Australia and Australia.
“We have been in Murray Bridge for 20 years and it took one day to destroy that. We are not
going to rebuild overnight, but we are hoping to have it running by the end of next year.”
The abattoir will be built in stages, with a beef processing facility to be finished first.
Mr Thomas said the focus would be on local jobs, but raised concerns about a skills shortage.
“Finding labour in any food industry is incredibly difficult. Today we still have 1300 people
employed in SA, so our absolute number one preference would be for our local people who will
be trained.
“We have a proud history of being able to train people. Some of our senior staff today were
school leavers from Murray Bridge High School.
“In the early days, we should be able to maintain our workforce from our local pool.
“It will be difficult, but we are looking forward to that (staffing) challenge.”
Premier Steven Marshall said the state and federal governments were helping to “unlock
economic potential and create more jobs” by funding road and utility infrastructure to the new
Murray Bridge site.
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“True to his word, Darren Thomas has announced today that Murray Bridge will be opening
again bigger and better than ever,” Mr Marshall said yesterday.
“It’s great news for livestock producers right across our state, it’s great for exports, regional jobs
and for our state.”
He said the taxpayer investment of $24 million was “necessary to get the project over the line”,
following rumours the plant could move to Victoria.
Mr Lewis said it was a great day for his council district after the “dark cloud that had hung over
Murray Bridge after the fire”.
“The Thomas family has never let us down before and we didn’t think they would let us down,
and today’s proof of that,” Mr Lewis said.
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